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From the Pulpit 
 

One of the pleasures of winter is being able to go to the cinema without a certain 

measure of regret that you are spending a precious summer evening inside.  

 

Recently I went to see a gritty and dark film called Tyrannosaur in Panton Street, a 

favoured venue for catching those films that don’t make Epsom Odeon. This film 

made such an impression that Berwick and I both referred to it when preaching on All 

Saints’ Day, without any previous discussion. Watching was a distinctly uncomfortable 

experience. The opening frame was of an uncouth thug, Joseph, consumed by rage 

and kicking his dog to death. His language was full of crude invective. 

 

During the passage of the film, it emerges that Joseph is a widower, jobless, feckless 

and living in squalor in a derelict and soulless estate. He finds himself drunk and 

sprawled in front of the metal grid securing a charity shop near his dwelling. The shop 

is opened by a compassionate, drab and worthy woman, Hannah, who offers to pray 

for him. His rebuttal is brutal and direct - How could such a woman from the 

salubrious side of town possibly know about or resonate with his desperate and 

hopeless life? But he is irresistibly drawn back to the shop and asks Hannah to pray 

with a friend of his who is terminally ill. Who do we see as the saint here? 

 

During the course of this tense and compelling film it emerges that the woman is 

being raped and consistently abused by her husband. When Joseph returns to her flat 

to collect her things, she having sought refuge in his slum, he finds her husband 

hacked to death. She is convicted of the crime. In the final frame we see them, in the 

prison visiting room, with hands linked in a poignant and believable picture. Who is 

the saint here? One of the radical and attractive features of Christianity is that it 

forces us to take a sideways look at life. God is born in modest circumstance, in 

human form. His first followers are artisans rather than intellectuals. He associates 

with all sorts of people, many of whom are the marginalised and untouchable of his 

day. 

 

The Christian year and its autumn and winter festivals help us come to terms with 

this ambiguity and enigma. Not only are saints not all predictable and pious, but 

when we move on to Remembrance Sunday the ambiguity continues. How do we 

respectfully honour those who die in war without risking glorifying war itself or 

forgetting that we are called to “love our enemies?” The Sunday designated as Christ 

the King reminds us that the king we worship is a servant, an itinerant preacher, 

executed as a criminal. 
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Advent is a season for acknowledging the wrong we do, a season for waiting, lived 

out in the context of shops that seduce us to buy more and a credit system that takes 

the “waiting out of wanting” and confuses needs and desires, turning the later into  

the former in ever more sophisticated advertisements. 

 

Then we come to the festival of Christmas, a season that epitomises oxymoron; God 

as man, the most precious gift from God coming to an occupied and insignificant 

place at an uncertain and unhappy time. The all-seeing, all-knowing God is contained 

in the frailty of the new born in a temporary dwelling mothered by an unmarried 

teenager. 

 

To make sense of this we need the Trinity; God as Father, Son and Spirit. Our 

worship, our community life and our mission needs to be balanced and integrated. If 

we lose sight of God as Father and creator, we lose our awe, worship and wonder. If 

we fail to focus on God the Son, we neglect the compassionate face of this 

unknowable creative force, the humanity of God grounded on earth. If we let the 

Spirit slide from our vision, we lose energy, purpose, relevance and commitment. 

 

To grasp this elusive, complex God means holding diametrically opposing ideas in 

creative tension. This is not only difficult but thrilling and profound enough to 

energise a lifetime search for meaning and message. That is the Christian calling. It 

needs to be worked out behind privet hedges - in gated estates and concrete tower 

blocks, in the depths of despair, in the heights of elation, in the mundane and ecstatic 

experiences that define our humanity.  

Sue Curtis 
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The Edwards family 

When Connor Edwards was told he was going to have a little brother or sister before 

Christmas he was quite clear on what he wanted: he requested a baby brother and 

said that if it was a girl she would have to go straight back!  Fortunately, he got his 

wish and therefore Cameron Edwards got to stay and is the newest and youngest 

member of the Christ Church congregation.  It seemed fitting therefore to feature his 

family in this edition of the Christ Church News. 

Greg and Myra Edwards have been coming to Christ Church 

since December 2006.  They moved to their house by the 

common just before Christmas and decided to attend the 

Midnight Mass service on Christmas Eve.  Like many before 

them and since, they felt at home in the church right from 

the start and so became regular attendees. 

Many of you will know Greg because he is the mission 

champion for OrphanAID and last year cycled the route of 

the Tour de France to raise money for the charity, but did 

you know that he had previously been captain of a relay team that ran, swam and 

cycled their way from Canary Wharf to Paris to raise money for Great Ormond Street?  

Or that Myra is a qualified pilot and ex-ice hockey player who was born in Wales but 

moved to South Africa as a child?   

The two met through work in Johannesburg but so nearly didn’t as Myra had left the 

finance department to work in IT, just days before Greg joined the department.  

Fortunately, a colleague introduced them when she realised that both were talking 

about moving to the UK – Myra because she missed the freedom and Greg to enhance 

his work experience and further his education - and the rest, as they say, is history.  

Although Greg originally only planned to live in England for a few years the family 

have settled to their life in Surrey and Myra’s parents are back too, having kept their 

house in Wales and rented it out while away.  So some of the family have met the 

new addition even though for others it is rather a long way to come and they may 

have to wait a while. 

When I asked Greg the age of his children 

his reply really touched me – “Connor is 

3.5 years and Cameron is 3.5 weeks”.  By 

the time you read this Cameron will already 

be a few weeks older but I am sure you will 

all wish the family a very Merry Christmas 

and a healthy and happy New Year. 

Carol Jamieson 



Christ Church Newsletter – November  2011                     Page 5                             www.christchurchepsom.org.uk  
 

A Call to Pray 

The new style Christ Church prayer diary was launched on Advent 

Sunday. This is offered as a free gift to the congregations of Christ 

Church and Christ Church on the Wells, as an encouragement for 

each of us to establish a regular daily pattern of prayer. It includes 

an outline for a simple order for morning and evening prayer as well 

as a cycle of things to pray for every day and will replace the former 

monthly document. It will be reviewed annually. The lectionary will 

be an insert to Christ Church News and available on the website and 

the names of people to pray for will now be put on the back page of the notice sheet 

however this will be excluded from the website for data protection purposes. We do 

hope that people will find this a useful tool in developing their personal prayer life and 

we will be exploring other ways of deepening our spirituality throughout the next 

year. This may include a slot for regular offering up of intercessions in church through 

a prayer tree, and a Quiet Morning during Lent.  

Rosemary Donovan  

 

Proposed Christ Church 

visit to University of Life, 

Fortaleza, Brazil 

29 October to 4 November 2012 – Autumn Half Term 

Would you like to visit our Mission partners Marc and Ruth Marques and participate in 

the activities of the project?  

… join in with classes especially if you have teaching skills   

… help with building maintenance  

… share your faith in songs and drama   

… encourage the staff  

… play football and other games with the children.  

 

We would stay in a hotel in Fortaleza and visit the project on several days.There 

would also be the opourtunity to visit the sights of Fortaleza, the markets the 

shopping malls and the long sea front with all its activities. Plus a day at Combuco, a 

nearby beach resort. Travel to South America is expensive and we should have to 

cover all our costs. After the visit you can always stay on in South America for a 

holiday. If you would like more information please phone Avril on 01372 812175. 

 

 Avril Shipton  
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Since 1988, the Mothers’ Union has run the “Wheels & Squeals” toddler group at Christ Church.  

Many people have given their time and commitment to leading the groups or helping behind the 

scenes and at the end of this year Pippa Rothwell will be stepping down as Co Coordinator for the 

group.  Pippa first came to the group as a mum of two girls and later on took the step of becoming 

one of the leaders for the Tuesday group.  Following the birth of her son, she resumed her 

leadership eventually offering, with Laura Locke, to oversee the running of both groups.  Pippa 

now works most mornings in the Parish Office and although we are sad to lose her from our 

planning committees, we are grateful for all her administration support and willingness to help out 

wherever she can.   

 

Wheels & Squeals continues to thrive with groups running for just over an hour at 9.45 am on 

Tuesdays, and 10.30 am on Wednesdays during term time.  Laura is continuing to oversee the 

groups, with support from Catherine Rose and Marilyn Brown.  Thanks also go to all the 

volunteers who serve coffee once a term and the other dedicated group leaders. 

 

Anyone wishing to join the group with a child, or to help on the coffee rota is requested to contact 

Laura on 01372 749785. 

Laura Locke 

 

 

Christingle on The Wells – 4th Dec 
 

The Christingle service was well attended, with 48 adults and 18 

children gathering to reflect on the messages of Christmas, sing 

hymns and even an impromptu carol (thanks to Andrew Smith 

who accompanied us on the organ and willingly played Away in a 

Manger at Rosemary’s request). 

 

The dressing up of one little girl as a Christingle, while the meaning 

behind the tradition was explained by Rosemary, was one highlight 

but the lighting of many Christingles and the subsequent procession 

out to the car park for a final prayer by candle light was particularly 

special.  If you missed it this year, why not put it in your diary to 

attend next year?  I can assure you, it is worth attending. 

  

Carol Jamieson 
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Healing Ministry at Christ Church 

 

One of our previous Vicars, Derek Bedford, introduced the Ministry of Healing at this 

church and since that time during the mid 1960’s a tradition of praying with people 

has continued.  

 

This involves a small team of people who have been trained into this ministry and who 

maintain a strict code of confidentiality to be able to pray with people and ask for 

God’s healing power. We are under the authority of our Vicar and we have bi monthly 

meetings with Rosemary to review and pray together.  If we are feeling vulnerable in 

any way we seek help or counselling and have a leave of absence until we feel able to 

serve again.   It is a well known fact that God still heals today. We are not the 

healers, we ask God to come into our lives or situations and the Holy Spirit comes 

gently into our requests. We are not there to counsel or offer advice – just to pray. 

 

When a person comes up for prayer the person may wish to speak out their concern 

or pray for the concern of another. Or just come to ask for prayer and not voice their 

concern. God knows our innermost thoughts and what we need. We usually pray in 

pairs so that we are aware of the person’s needs and one of us can be quietly praying. 

 

We come before God in humility knowing that we are a broken people and sometimes 

we need healing and peace in our hearts as life has thrown up some trials and sharing 

the burden with another in the context of personal prayer can bring relief. Nothing is 

hopeless for God and Jesus told us “ask and you shall receive, seek and you shall find, 

knock and the door will be opened”. God will never barge into our lives and say be 

healed unless we ourselves give Him the permission to do so. Once we say “yes” to 

Him then together lives can be changed in many ways. Sometimes we are feeling so 

sick of it of whatever it is that the only way up is to ask for God’s help. People in 

prison’s have made that type of prayer on an Alpha course and been healed of 

addictions and totally turned their lives around and found that Jesus is there for them 

and found peace again.  

 

It is truly wonderful that God can help us to serve him in a truthful and loving way. 

In the presence of God there is freedom to change. 

 

Rosie Blacoe 
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Special Giving at 
Christmas 

 

 
As well as supporting ten Missions and their Champions, we offer special collections 

during Lent, Harvest and at Christmas.  This Christmas we will be supporting the local 

homelessness charity LeatherHEAD START.  Formally, the Leatherhead Night Hostel, a 

significant refurbishment during 2011 means that the hostel can now offer training 
facilities and resettlement support, as well as emergency and short term 

accommodation. 

 

The team in Leatherhead are delighted that we are able to help them in their work at 

this busy time and for more information or to see how you might be able to support 
the project in more practical ways, visit www.leatherheadstart.org 

 

 

Giant Congregational Christmas Card 

I appreciate that many people like to send individual cards and I am not 

saying you shouldn’t. However, in an attempt to help save the planet by 

reducing the number of trees cut down to make cards I would like to 

suggest that those who wish to may prefer simply to sign one giant card 

and put the money that you would have spent towards our Christmas 

Charities. The card is being produced by Ruth Grint using a poster form 

the Lindersfarne Scriptorium and will be available for singing from 11th 

December one at each church centre. 

  

Merry 

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given:  

and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor,  

 

http://www.leatherheadstart.org/
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Our special Christmas services are . . . 
 

...at Christ Church ...at Christ Church on The Wells 

   

 

4 December 4.00 pm Christingle 

   11 December 11.00 am Carols and 

Mince Pies 

18 December 10.00 am Nativity 

Service 

18 December 11.00 am Christmas 

Communion 

 6.30 pm Carols by 
Candlelight 

 
 

  

24 December 2.45 pm Crib Service 1  

 

  

 4.00 pm Crib Service 2  

 

  

 11.15 pm Midnight 
Communion 

   

25 December 8.30 am Holy 

Communion 

   

 10.00 am All Age 

Communion 

   

18 December 10.00 am Nativity 

Service 

   

  

Christmas 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder: 

The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 
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Report from the PCC meetings held 

on 12 and 14 November 
 
(See also the draft minutes on the notice boards and the fuller summary available on 

the PCC page of the church website) 

“The way ahead”: Continuing the discussion begun with the Vicar at our July 

meeting, our special Saturday morning meeting was devoted entirely to “unpacking” 

Christ Church’s long standing Vision Statement: 

“We are called to be a community open to God’s love so that many are:  

● drawn to the light of God’s love, 

● transformed in the fire of Christ’s love,  
● sent out in the power of the Spirit’s love.” 

Having explored the statement in depth and from various angles, we felt it continues 

to reflect our vision for Christ Church: while some of the language is perhaps not 

what we would use today, we saw no need for radical reform.  

Within that renewed understanding of our vision, we then turned to setting some 

clear objectives for Christ Church over the next period – a task completed at our 

regular meeting on the Monday evening. The targets fall under the four main 

headings of Vision, Discipleship, Spirituality and Mission, with the principal focus at 
this stage of helping to build up the church community after the long interregnum.  

We aim to have either completed or have clear plans for completing each of the 

targets by next April’s Annual Church Meeting. These targets are, of course, 

additional to the wide range of Christ Church’s continuing activities. They also need to 
be seen as “work in progress”: over time, other things will be built on this base. 

Christmas: The Christmas card from Christ Church and the Wells is now printed. All 

are asked to help in delivering one to every home in the Parish – our major outreach 

activity of the year. 

We endorsed the Vicar’s proposal that people within Christ Church should be invited, 
instead of sending Christmas cards to each other, to sign a giant card  in the church 

and donate the money they would otherwise have spent on the cards tom the 

Christmas Appeal, which is for LeatherHead Start (the new name for Leatherhead 

Night Shelter). 

Missions: At our May meeting, we earmarked £15,000 for Missions and Outreach, 

the great bulk of which is sent to our 10 “championed” mission causes in two 

instalments. As usual, the first instalment was paid in the middle of the year. We 

have now authorised payment of the second instalment. 

Next meeting: Our next meeting will be held on Monday 9 January at 8pm in the 

Hall. 

Roger Morgan – PCC Secretary  



Christ Church Newsletter – November  2011                     Page 11                             www.christchurchepsom.org.uk  
 

George Hubert Challis C.B.E 
26th May 1921 – 20th Oct 2011 
 
George Challis was a man who prayed every night and who was a regular worshipper 

in Christ Church until “the pews got too hard.”  As I thought about George a smiling, 

courteous face began to emerge.  And that smiling, courteous face made him a friend 

of the City and revealed that he was a friend of God. 
 

George met Margaret at the Bank when 16, and they were married in 1946 

embarking upon 65 years of marriage.  The church was filled with memories and 

thanksgivings for Margaret, for Clare, William, and the seven grandchildren to whom 
George was Grampy and the two grandchildren-in-law.  So, an uncle, a great-uncle, a 

great-great-uncle, a man who enjoyed his 90th birthday party in Oxford, even though 

he ventured, ‘He would have enjoyed it more had it been at the Randolph’. 

 

1940 to ‘46 George was in the Indian Army, in the 9th Ghurkha Rifles in India, Ceylon, 
North Africa, Italy, Greece and Austria, seeing much action.  He ended the War as a 

young man, a major, a young man whose memory and experience 

gave him a foundation on which to build with justice, honesty and 

integrity through his long involvement with the City of London.  
Councilman for many years, twice Chief Commoner, Commander 

of the British Empire, a member of so many companies and 

committees and clubs, and for all George was a man of absolute 

integrity.  He had one hobby – it was the City.   
 

Whether on the Court of Common Council or 

as Clerk to the Worshipful Company of 

Chartered Secretaries, he was in everything 
what used to be called ‘a Christian gentleman’, 

a title of greater honour than being twice Chief 

Commoner or being made a Commander of the British Empire.  

For a Christian gentleman is not so easy to come by today, to our 

enormous impoverishment, and we need to make some more.  
And how are they made?  Through praying every day, worshipping 

regularly, never accepting a gift and always being reliable. 

 

There must have been moments in George Challis’ life, both in the 
Army and in the City, when he knew real adversity, but like the 

inheritance to which he was called in Christ Jesus, he didn’t perish, spoil or fade.  ‘In 

all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer 

grief in all kinds of trials.  These have come so that your faith, of greater worth than 
gold, which perishes even though refined by fire, may be proved genuine and may 

result in praise, glory and honour when Jesus Christ is revealed’. 

 

We give thanks in George Challis for a man who embodied and lived out Christian 

values, a man never too proud to neglect his prayers, never tempted by ambition or 
flattery to cut corners or take the easy way out, a man we can praise and pray for in 

joyful hope of a glorious resurrection. 

 

Adapted for Christ Church News from the sermon preached at Georges funeral by 
Victor Stock, Dean of Guildford  
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CHRIST CHURCH MISSIONS IN 2011 
 

We support ten Missions via our church giving and this year we have made 

contributions of around £15,000 in total to support them.   Here is news of 

how our donations are used. 
 

 

African Revival – (Alison North) 

This year work has been focussed in Zambia, Uganda and the Sudan on building and 
improving primary schools.  Providing clean water is important not just in terms of 

hygiene and the effort involved in fetching the water but to allow the children extra 

time for study.  African Aid has used funds from Christ Church to provide several 

water boreholes and has also worked on its programme of building and improving 
classrooms.  www.africanrevival.org 

 

 

Bible Society (Diana Tear) 

The Bible – ‘the greatest treasure this earth affords.’ These words are used at the 
Coronation Service when the Monarch is presented with a Bible and the Orb and 

Sceptre There are several exciting ventures currently going on sponsored by the Bible 

Society. At the Greenbelt Festival in August, the Society offered some excellent films 

in a series entitled Reel Issues, which aimed to bring films with a particular emphasis 
on justice and peace to a wider audience.  Diana saw ’Of Gods and Men’ which has 

been on general release but is usually found in more specialised venues. It was 

profoundly moving. 

 
October saw our Mission Mart on Bible Sunday when a wide selection of Bibles were 

on sale including different translations and children’s additions. November brought 

the offer of free festive stickers for your Christmas cards (examples at back of Church 

or contact Bible Society on 01793 418330 www.biblesociety.org.uk/christmas11). 
Look out for a delightful and original video of the Christmas story on the CC website 

in December. Finally on 15 January, don’t miss the speaker from the Bible Society 

with all the latest news.  Treasures indeed! 

 

 
The Children's Society – (Marilyn Brown) 

Every year more than 100,000 children run away from home or care. By doing so 

they put themselves at risk. No bed for the night and no-one to trust; at risk of being 

exploited for sex; exposed to crime, violence, alcohol and drugs. The Children's 
Society is urging the Government to take action to support every child that runs away 

and when necessary provide a safe place to stay. A tall order in the present economic 

climate, but the Society can't help so many children. Please support their Make 

Runaways Safe campaign at www.makerunawayssafe.org.uk. Marilyn thanks those 
who have a collection box for their small change and her contacts have raised around 

£700 during the year. 

  

http://www.africanrevival.org/
http://www.africanrevival.org/
http://www.biblesociety.org.uk/christmas11
http://www.makerunawayssafe.org.uk/
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Church Army, Marylebone Project, London – (Epsom Common Group) 

Elgood House, helps to resettle women who have encountered difficulties by offering 

advice and practical assistance in areas such as accessing training, education and 
employment to enable residents to move back into the wider community. 

This year, changes in government funding have been beneficial as the focus on 

expenditure is on assisting charities to move people out of a state of poverty via 

training and counselling etc rather than focussing on providing shelter. 
Staff and residents were delighted to receive the gifts brought to church at our 

Harvest Festival in September. www.churcharmy.org.uk/Marylebone  

 

 
Church Missions Society, Bangladesh  - (Elizabeth Martin) 

Our contribution continue to support work in Bangladesh where it is estimated that 

20,000 young women and girls are tricked into travelling abroad and are then 

trafficked by unscrupulous middlemen who may brutally torture them. Those who 
escape and return home are stigmatised in their communities.   James has helped to 

develop a project to raise awareness in the community to train staff to assist these 

returning women and to provide training for returned migrants to give them a ‘fresh 

start’ in life.  Dipty Linda is working with local colleagues to provide education to 

children in their own language.  Christ Church congratulates James and Dipty Linda 
on the birth of their daughter, Sophia.  James is a local lad and we are proud to 

support their work in Bangladesh.  Go to www.cms-uk.org to add to that support 

yourself. 

 
 

MU Christ Church Freetown Sierra Leone - (MU:Devorah Burns) 

The Christ Church Branch of MU in Freetown Sierra Leone celebrated their 60th 

Anniversary in March this year. An offer of a gift from members of MU Christ Church 
Epsom resulted in a request for a copy of the King James Bible - very appropriate in 

the year of the “400th Anniversary” of that translation. Thanks to Sue Curtis who 

arranged for the inscription which set out the date and the special event for which the 

gift was intended. As well as sending the bible and a few small personal gifts we were 

also able to provide £400, £250 of which was provided by the Missions Committee, 
towards their schooling fund which helps support children who otherwise would not be 

able to go to school. 

http://www.themothersunion.org 

 
  

Orphan Aid, Durban, South Africa - (Greg Edwards) 

Orphan AID has been extremely grateful for the continued contributions made from 

Christ Church over the past year. The donated funds have been used in two different 
ways: 

 Improving the housing infrastructure for aged grandparents who have 'adopted' 

their grandchildren, whose parents have passed away.        

 Major vehicle repairs to the 2nd hand 4X4 which has suffered much wear 'n tear 
due to the rugged terrain it has to travel daily to distribute food / clothes to those 

in need. 

Once again Greg would like to thank the Missions Group and the congregation 

personally for all their support over the last 18 months. 

www.orphanaid.co.za. 
 

 

http://www.churcharmy.org.uk/Marylebone
http://www.cms-uk.org/
http://www.themothersunion.org/
http://www.orphanaid.co.za/
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Umthomobo Project, Durban, South Africa (Richard Martin) 

Umthombo continues its work of removing children from the streets of South Africa 

and providing them with a place of safety.  Umthombo uses programmes such as 
surfing alongside its social working programmes to provide alternatives to street life 

and a future.  Recently they entered the South African Schools Surfing Championship 

and won 1st prize in the Junior Section which led to an offer of a R10 000 “back to 

school bursary” for these boys.  Congratulations to Tom Hewitt the co-founder who 
was awarded the MBE for his services to child welfare in South Africa this year.  He 

has been working with street children since 1992 after first meeting them on a trip to 

Maputo, Mozambique, during the civil war in 1990. Thank you for supporting the work 

by buying hand-made candles. To date we have raised £110.00.  Please remember 
that Richard recycles remnants of candles so would appreciate any which you have 

left after Christmas. 

www.umthombo.org.   

 
 

University of Life, Fortaleza, Brazil – (Avril Shipton) 

Providing out of school support for 370 children, a strike by state school teachers has 

meant that children in the slum areas are particularly vulnerable. The current 

economic climate has also proved difficult for the University of Life operation, 
meaning that departing staff have not always been replaced, leaving the rest under 

greater pressure.  On a positive note, 2011 saw the start of a very well attended 

Saturday Children’s Church and also a visit to the UK from Ruth and Marc Marques 

who are fund raising for an off road vehicle. To help support this work preserves can 
be brought or ordered from Avril. 

www.univida.org 

 

 
Vision Peoples in Mission, Nairobi, Kenya – (Pam Buckingham) 

The work of VPM goes on and is more desperately needed than ever, with many 

refugees from Somalia arriving across the border and putting more pressure on 

government resources. The school at Korogocho, as well as giving the children an 

education up to secondary level, also provides them with one good meal a day and 
Christ Church’s contribution to this is very much appreciated. 

Some people have sponsored children at the school.  For £10 a month a sponsor can 

provide for the child’s board and lodging.  In return they get regular letters and 

updates on the child’s progress.  This is a valuable form of help and anyone who 
would like to be more personally involved is welcome to enquire. 

www.visionpeoples.co.ke  
 

The Missions Group 

  

http://www.umthombo.org/
http://www.univida.org/
http://www.visionpeoples.co.ke/
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Week of prayer for 

Christian unity  

2012 

We will all be changed 

Change is at the heart of our Christian faith. Saint Paul 
said that anyone who is in Christ is a new creation, and 

we are called to live as children in the light.  

 

The theme for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
2012 comes to us from the churches in Poland, who 

have reflected upon their own experience as a nation, 

and in particular how, as a nation, they have been changed and transformed by the 

many upheavals of their history, and sustained by their faith. 
 

Change is also at the heart of the ecumenical movement. When we pray for the unity 

of the church we are praying that the churches that we know and which are so 

familiar to us will change as they conform more closely to Christ. This is an exciting 
vision, but also a challenging one. Furthermore, when we pray for this transforming 

unity we are also praying for change in the world.  

 

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is traditionally observed from the 18th to the 

25th January - the octave of St. Peter and St. Paul. In a brave and challenging 
initiative the Epsom ministers will be meeting every morning during this octave to 

pray together and we will be holding a special joint service at Christ Church on 

Sunday 22nd January at 6:30pm to which all are welcome. Further readings, 

prayers and resources are available from the Churches Together in Britain and Ireland 
website. 

 

Rosemary Donovan   
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DIARY 
What’s on this month 

 Date Time Venue / Contact 

Ecumenical Advent Meditations 6th, 13th & 
20th Dec 

8.00 pm St Martins 

Kingswood House Carol Service 7th Dec 6.30 pm Christ Church 

Mothers Union Meeting 8th Dec 10.15 am Parish Hall 

Southfield Park Carol Service 13th Dec 9.00 am Christ Church 

Wheels and Squeals Christmas 

Carols 

13th Dec 11.00 am Parish Hall 

Stamford Green Carol Service 13th Dec 2.00 pm Christ Church 

Wheels and Squeals Christmas 
Carols 

14th Dec 11.00 am  Parish Hall 

Little Hands Christmas Carol 
Services 

15th Dec 9.30 am & 
2.00 pm 

Christ Church 

Carols in the Pub 22nd Dec 9.00 pm The Cricketers 

Home Group Leaders Meeting 7th Jan 10.00 am  

Children’s Epiphany Party 8th Jan 3.00 pm Parish Hall 

PCC 9th Jan 8.00 pm Parish Hall 

Mothers Union Meeting 12th Jan 10.15 am Parish Hall 

Prayer Ministry Team Meeting 14th Jan 10.00 am Parish Hall 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 18th Jan   

Churches Together in Epsom AGM 18th Jan 7.30 pm St Josephs 

Copy Date for Christ Church News  17th Jan   

United Service 22nd Jan 6.30 pm Christ Church 

Regular Sunday Services 
Time Service Place 

08:30am Holy Communion Christ Church 

10:00am Parish Communion with 
children’s groups 
 
3rd Sun - All Age worship 

Christ Church 

11:00am Morning Worship Christ Church on the Wells 

06:30pm Evening Worship (1st & 3rd 
Sundays) 

Christ Church 

Weekday Services 
Time Service Place 

09:00am 

Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 

Morning Prayer Christ Church 

09:30am Wednesday Holy Communion Christ Church 

 
Happy New Year 


