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From the Pulpit 
 
By the time you read this the summer holidays will be drawing to an end.  The 
days will be growing shorter and the scent of autumn will be in the air.  Schools 
will be starting again and for many people it will be a time of change ς a new 
school, starting paid work or going to university.  For me the beginning of 
September has always been a time of challenge.  Summer with its long sunny 
days is over and we prepare to go into the shorter, colder days of winter.   It is a 
time for new ideas, new projects. 
 
As we look back over the past few weeks, many of us will be thinking about the 
holidays we have taken.  It may have involved hassle and frustration as we 
joined the queues at airports or waited for traffic jams to clear, but it will also 
ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƭŀȄ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 
company. 
 
{ƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅǎΣ ōǳǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άƎǊŜŀǘ 
ƎŜǘŀǿŀȅέ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǎƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŘƻǿƴΣ ŀƴ ŜŀǎƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀŎŜ 
of life as July and August approach.  At church the regular meetings stop, this 
year we have had a more informal service at Parish Communion, and there is 
more time to relax and reflect. 
 
¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άƘƻƭƛŘŀȅέ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ hƭŘ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ǿƻǊŘ άƘŀƭƛƎŘƻŜƎέ όάƘŀƭƛƎέ 
ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ άƘƻƭȅ άŀƴŘ άŘƻŜƎέ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ άŘŀȅέ ς άƘƻƭȅ Řŀȅέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ 
purpose was to allow people to attend to their religious duties on days of 
special importance.  So for the Christian Church this would have included Easter, 
Pentecost and Christmas.  Nowadays it means any special day of rest or 
relaxation. 
 
²Ŝ ƘŜŀǊ ŀ ƭƻǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ Řŀȅǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ά²ƻǊƪκ[ƛŦŜ ōŀƭŀƴŎŜέ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿΦ  
Jesus spent many hours in solitary prayer and he encouraged his disciples to 
come with him so that they could get away from the crowds.  
 
It is good for all of us to take time out from the daily routine and there are 
plenty of opportunities for us to do that as Christians.   We can spend two or 
three days on retreat.  On a guided retreat we spend a lot of our time in silence.  
There is a series of short talks with verses from the Bible to ponder on.  A 
retreat is a good time to come closer to God and let Him come closer to us, to 
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listen to what He maybe saying or it may be simply a time for recharging our 
ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ōŀǘǘŜǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜŦǊŜǎƘƳŜƴǘΦ  CƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀǿŀȅ 
for a week-end there are quiet days or half-days.  We plan to offer all these at 
Christ Church. 
 
{ƻΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǳǘǳƳƴΣ ǿƘȅ ƴƻǘ ǘŀƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ άƘƻƭȅ Řŀȅέ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜŀƭ 
relaxation?  If you want to know more about what exactly is involved in a 
retreat, any member of the staff team will be ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳΦ  [ŜǘΩǎ ƎŜǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 
geared up to face the autumn and winter and all the challenges it may bring. 
 

Pam Buckingham 
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Ψ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜ {ŜŜƪŜǊǎΩ: Wells Silver Anniversary 

Holiday Club 

With the weather on side at least until 1pm 

both days we were able to enjoy 2 fun 

packed mornings of games, cooking and 

crafts with over 30 children at the start of 

the summer holidays. Reducing to 2 days 

was a good move and tied in well with the 

schools breaking up and before families 

went away.  

Capitalising on the Silver Anniversary theme we explored the parables of the 

hidden treasure and lost coin and the children made bejewelled fairy cakes and 

boxes as well as mirrors and heart shaped biscuits.  

Some of the oldest children who have been attending the Holiday club 

throughout their Primary education were presented with journals to take to 

secondary school, and Louis who was technically too old interviewed his friends 

as to their special memories of holiday club. 

¶ Ethan and James enjoyed the 

outdoor sports. 

¶ For Rosa it was the music and songs. 

¶ James, Arun, Luke and Emma all 

enjoy cooking a variety of foods and 

eating them! 

¶ Louis himself wrote a special prayer 

for the Holiday Club. 

Hopefully each child will all take away a sense of how precious each of us is to 

God and the fact that they are valued and respected by the church. 

Thanks to the wonderful team of helpers who gave of their time and energy to 

make this annual event such a special time.  
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Toys and Books for the Creche, Please 
 
¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŎƭŜŀǊƛƴƎ ŎǳǇōƻŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƭƻƻǊ ǎǇŀŎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊκŀǳǘǳƳƴΦ  LŦ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 
the case, please spare a thought for the Christ Church crèche and Happy Bags!   
 

We would like to refresh our toy baskets in the crèche 
with some colourful, fun, fully operational and safe toys 
fit for children up to the age of 2.5 going on 3.  Some 
books would also be appreciated ς all the better if they 
tell simple bible stories but all suitable books will be 
welcomed.  We are not looking for big items, just things 
that will fit in our toy boxes and store easily.  We tend 
to avoid soft toys due to their potential for housing 

germs. 
 
In addition, small items for our Happy Bags in church would be lovely.  These 
can be little toys, pads or books that ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘƻƭŘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ǘƛƴȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
few moments to help keep the peace in church! 
 
Should you have any queries about this request, please contact Gill Glasspool at 
gill_glasspool@hotmail.com.  Any offerings may be given to me or placed neatly 
under the table below the pigeon holes in church and labeled for my attention.   

 
Plus ς Helpers for the Creche too 

 
We would also very much appreciate some new members on our crèche team 
as over the past year team members have graduated to other things.  You 
would usually be required to help no more than twice a quarter.  Helping in the 
crèche is fun, rewarding and a great way to get to know members of our Church 
family. Please get in touch with me if you are able to help with this important 
service.     
We will then set in train the Disclosure and Barring Service checks (DBS, 
formerly CRB) procedures to ensure the well-being of our children.   
 
Many thanks. 

Gill Glasspool 
gill_glasspool@hotmail.com 

mailto:gill_glasspool@hotmail.com
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Just Listen ς Life Skills Workshop 

During November we intend to have a special focus on Listening at Christ 
Church, using 2 sermon slots alongside 2 morning workshops for those who 
would like to take this further. 

God's challenge to listen in a noisy world 

Many of us today have discovered for ourselves the 
difference it makes when someone really listens to us. 
Being well listened to can be a life-changing experience, 
and yet sadly also one which is comparatively rare in our 
busy world. 

How can we respond to this challenge? 

Just Listen! is a lively and practical way of beginning to develop the listening 
attitudes and skills that we need. It offers foundational teaching on the value of 
listening to others, to God and to ourselves. 

The 90 minute DVD is divided into 6 short modules: 

¶ Tuning In, 

¶ What kind of Listener am I? 

¶ Developing a Listening Attitude, 

¶ Identifying Obstacles, 

¶ Doorways to Good Listening, 

¶ Ideas to Inspire You.  

This short training opportunity 
is essential for anyone wanting 
to be a better parent, partner, friend or colleague  
and is promoted by Acorn Ministries. 
 
We will be running two 2 hours sessions on Saturday 22nd and 29th November 

10 ς 12noon in Church. Please send your names in ASAP to Sue Matthews 

(spaces limited if demand too high we will run again in the New Year.) 

Revd. Rosemary Donovan 

http://www.acornchristian.org/listening/just-listen
http://www.acornchristian.org/
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Services in September 

Sunday 
7th Sept 

  8.30 am Said Holy Communion (Order 2) Christ Church 

10.00 am Parish Communion  Christ Church 

11.00 am Worship on the Wells 
Christ Church 
on the Wells 

  6.30 pm REVIVE tǊŀƛǎŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ Ψ[ƻǾŜΩ Christ Church 

Wed 10th Sept   9.30 am Holy Communion Christ Church 

Sunday 14th 
Sept 

  8.30 am Said Holy Communion (Order 2) Christ Church 

10.00 am Parish Communion  Christ Church 

11.00 am Worship on the Wells 
Christ Church 
on the Wells 

  6.30 pm Evensong {ǘ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ 

Wed 17th Sept   9.30 am Holy Communion  Christ Church 

Sunday 21st 
Sept 

Harvest  
Festival 

  8.30 am Said Holy Communion (Order 2) Christ Church 

10.00 am All Age Worship ς ΨDƻŘ ƛǎ [ƻǾŜΩ Christ Church 

11.00 am 
Worship on the Wells with Holy 
Communion 

Christ Church 
on the Wells 

6:30 pm EMBRACE Taize service  Christ Church 

Wed 24rd Sept   9.30 am Holy Communion Christ Church 

Sunday 28th 
Sept 

  8.30 am Said Holy Communion (Order 2) Christ Church 

10.00 am Parish Communion  Christ Church 

11.00 am Worship on the Wells  
Christ Church 
on the Wells 

  6.30 pm Second Thoughts St Martins 

Wed 1st  Oct 9.30 am Holy Communion Christ Church 

Sunday 
5th  Oct 

  8.30 am Said Holy Communion (Order 2) Christ Church 

10.00 am Parish Communion - Stewardship Christ Church 

11.00 am Worship on the Wells 
Christ Church 
on the Wells 

  6.30 pm REVIVE tǊŀƛǎŜ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ΨWƻȅ Christ Church 
 

Christ Church is now on twitter so please follow us (and 
retweet): 

@CCEpsom 
[ŜǘΩǎ ǎƘŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƘŜǊŜ ŀǘ 
Christ Church. 
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Special Giving at Harvest Festival 
 
The theme for our harvest all age service this year is God is Generous.  
 
There is a Bring and Share Harvest Supper on Saturday 20th September 
followed by our Harvest Festival services at Christ Church and The Wells on 
Sunday 21st.  
 
We will be making a collection of goods and money to support our local 
foodbank. It is as we fully realise the generosity and provision of God to us that 
we can be inspired to give time, talents energy and money to others. Harvest 
Festival at Christ Church is one of the occasions when we have a special 
collection in addition to our regular mission giving.  As last year, both the non-
perishable goods and the cash and cheques taken during the service and in the 
donation buckets at the back of the church will be given to the Epsom & Ewell 
foodbank.   
 
¢ƘŜ ŦƻƻŘōŀƴƪ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ¢ƘŜ ¢ǊǳǎǎŜƭƭ ¢ǊǳǎǘΩǎ ǿŜƭƭ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭ ǳǎŜŘΣ ¦Y-wide 
foodbank network.  This helps local churches and communities to open 
foodbanks to provide emergency food supplies to people across the country.  
 
As well as operating out of the Ruxley Church, Ewell and Epsom Methodist 
Church, centres have also opened in Leatherhead and Tadworth. Since starting 
as a venture of practical service to the community, the Epsom & Ewell foodbank 
has helped 3000 people.   
 
As well as providing emergency food and 
household supplies to help to people during 
times of extreme need, the team are often 
able to provide prayer support and spiritual 
comfort to those who come through its doors.  
 
As well as donating goods and food at our Harvest Festival you can support the 
foodbank by: 

- donating food on a regular basis in the boxes at the back of the church 
- giving or raising funds 
- volunteering as a helper 
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Please look out for the gift-aid forms if you are a tax payer as they make a great 
difference. Thank you for your generosity. 

 
Please bring non-perishable items, ideally with long use-by dates and check 
the foodbank website - www.epsomewell.foodbank.org.uk  - for current 
needs.  These change quite regularly but will include items such as: 
 

Long life fruit juice 
Long life milk 
Sugar (500g packs) 
Breakfast cereal 
Tinned sponge puddings 
Tinned/dried pulses 
Tinned fish (not tuna) 
Tinned potatoes 
Rice 
Sauces (tomato/brown) 
Treats for children 
 

Pet food   
 
Toothbrushes 
Deodorants 
Shampoo (female) 
Shower gel 
¢ƻƻǘƘǇŀǎǘŜ όŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎΩύ 
 
Washing powder/liquid 
Toilet rolls 
Washing up liquid 
 

The Missions Group 

DIARY 
²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƻƴ in September 

 Date Time Venue  

Finance team 1 Sep 8.00 pm Cairngall 

PA meeting 3 Sep 2.30 pm  101 Hookfield 

PCC 8 Sep 8.00 pm Parish Hall 

Worship team 10 Sep 8.00 pm  Vicarage 

Christ Church News Copy Date 12 Sep   

Harvest Supper 20 Sep 6.00 pm Parish Hall 

Family Fun Day  21 Sep 12.00 noon Hook Arena 

MU meeting 22 Sep 7.30 pm  Parish Hall 

Tea Club 24 Sep 2.30 pm Parish Hall 

Wells Committee 25 Sep 8.00 pm 10 Lewins Road 

Pilgrimage to Salisbury 4 Oct 8.00 am Coach Trip 

http://www.epsomewell.foodbank.org.uk/
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¸Ŝǘ !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ Ψ/ƻǳǇƭŜǎΩ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ 
 
My June article about Charles and Mary Bischoff challenged you to find the 
other cases in Christ Church where both husband and wife had a memorial. I 
ǿǊƻǘŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǾŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ LΩŘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Wǳƭȅκ!ǳƎǳǎǘ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ς a last minute 
ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ LΩŘ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ June. And I now write 
ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ LΩǾŜ ƻƴƭȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ŦƻǳƴŘΦ 
 
The brass plaque ς worded as below ς is on the pillar as you turn left from the 
ƛƴƴŜǊ ǘƻǿŜǊ ǇƻǊŎƘ ŘƻƻǊΦ LǘΩǎ Ŝŀǎƛƭȅ ƳƛǎǎŜŘ όŀǎ L ƪƴƻǿΗύ ǎƛƴŎŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǊǘŀōƭŜ 
notice boards is normally parked right in front of it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
John Hammett Collins was born in Bristol in 1817. After training as a surgeon at 
the Middlesex and St George's Hospitals, he joined the Bengal Army as an 
!ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ {ǳǊƎŜƻƴ ƛƴ Wǳƭȅ мупм ŀƴŘΣ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άhǇƛǳƳ ²ŀǊǎέΣ ǎŜǊǾŜŘ ŀǎ 
Medical Officer to the transport HMS Sylvia. He was afterwards District Surgeon 
to the East Indian Railway at Jumalpore, Bengal. 
 
After returning the UK, John ς then aged 49 ς married the 26 year old Mary Ann 
όƴŞŜ .ǳƭƭύ ƛƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ мусс ŀǘ {ǘ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎΣ 9ǇǎƻƳΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ 
West Country and their only child, Mary Hammett Vining Collins, was born in 
Portishead, Somerset on 24 June 1871. Less than three weeks later, on 13 July, 
John Hammett Collins died, aged 54.  
 
Now, the widowed Mary Ann had been born in Bedfordshire in 1839, the fourth 
of eight children in the marriage of Mary Ann (née Watson) and Daniel Bull. So 
how is it that she came to Epsom for the rest of her life rather than returning to 
her native Bedfordshire. Indeed, how did Mary Ann and John meet? And why 
was their wedding in Epsom?  

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

JOHN HAMMETT COLLINS. F.R.C.S. 
DIED 13TH

 JULY 1871. AGED 54 YEARS. 

ALSO OF HIS WIFE 

MARY ANN COLLINS, 
FOR 35 YEARS A MEMBER OF THIS CONGREGATION 

AND CHURCH WORKER. 

DIED 4TH
 NOVEMBER 1911. AGED 72 YEARS. 
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The answers to these questions seem likely to be connected with what 
ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ aŀǊȅ !ƴƴΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƘƻǎŜ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘΣ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ .ǳƭƭΣ ƘŀŘ ŀƭǎƻ ǉǳŀƭƛŦƛŜŘ 
as a surgeon. However, he had turned to farming when afflicted by some 
paralysis, the progress of which led to his death in 1852, aged only 45. In 1855, 
his widow was one of the very first to be granted a Pensioner Place at the 
9ǇǎƻƳΩǎ ƴŜǿƭȅ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ wƻȅŀƭ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ CƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ όǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
was a school which became Epsom College). The entry in the College Archives 
records:  
άMary Ann Bull / Princes Street, St. Peter's, Bedford / aged 48 / Widow of the 
late Daniel Bull M.R.C.S. and L.S.A. in independent Practice for fifteen years 
but was disabled by paralysis for the last eight years. Died November 1852 
aged 45 years leaving a widow and eight children. The applicant is in receipt 
of an income of £15 per annumΦέ 

 
It would seem that our Mary Ann had relocated to Epsom to be near her 
mother. And it may well be that it was the medical connection through the 
Royal Medical Foundation that brought her and John Collins together. (Their 
wedding certificate notes Epsom as the place of residence for both.) 
 
²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǎǇŜŎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǎƘƻǊǘƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ WƻƘƴΩǎ ŘŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ мутмΣ 
not only was our Mary Ann was back in Epsom with her infant daughter, but 
ŀƭǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ όǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ aŀǊȅ !ƴƴύ ƳƻǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ 
dated exactly, but our Mary Ann must have been here by not later than 1876 ς 
ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŎƻƴǎŜŎǊŀǘƛƻƴ ς to allow for her 35 years in the 
congregation (as noted on the memorial plaque) by the time of her death in 
1911.  
 
The 1881 Census recorded all three living together in East Street. Mother Mary 
Ann died in October 1890. The Epsom Cemetery records give the place of her 
death as Ladbrooke Road, which is where the 1891 Census recorded our Mary 
Ann ς άƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƻǿƴ ƳŜŀƴǎέ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŘƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ ƳŀƛŘΦ ¢ƘŜ 
daughter married and moved away in 1897, but our Mary Ann was still in 
Ladbrooke Road when she died in November 1911, being then buried alongside 
her mother in Epsom Cemetery. 
 

Roger Morgan 
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±ƛŎŀǊΩǎ {ǳƳƳŜǊ wŜǾƛŜǿ 
 
²Ƙŀǘ ŀ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƭȅΦ DƭƻǊƛƻǳǎ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ 
and lot of marvellous opportunities for sharing fellowship and celebrating our 
ŦŀƛǘƘΦ .ŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ WǳƭƛŀƴΩǎ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇŀŎƪŜŘ ǾƛŎŀǊŀƎŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
BBQ, we also held a successful holiday club and several outdoor services as well 
as Commemorating the start of WW1 with a moving candlelit vigil. As I write we 
still have the Greenbelt festival coming up so I am hoping the weather will stay 
good for the Bank holiday weekend and that the worship and seminars will be 
equally uplifting. 
 
These summer activities, like holidays, give space for creativity and refreshment. 
The lectionary too has been encouraging us to see the world differently - from 
DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜΦ Jesus compares the Kingdom of Heaven to a plant that will 
constantly and inevitably keep growing and spreading just like ivy on an old 
house, taking it over completŜƭȅΦ .ǳǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘƎŀƳŜΦ WŜǎǳǎΩ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
beginnings of the Kingdom are tiny. The Kingdom of God starts small and 
unnoticeable. But when the Kingdom comes into its own, it is everywhere, and 
ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ƛǘΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŀǘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΣ ǇŀǊǘ ƻf that kingdom, whether 
anyone recognizes us for what we are or not.  

I confess that I regularly let things much less valuable than the Kingdom of 
Heaven take on ultimate importance in my life.  As much as I wish to deny or 
repress these thoughts into my unconscious, worldly success too often is my 
measure of the Kingdom of Heaven. I can easily settle for much less than the life 
Jesus has to offer.  I think our churches and our spiritual lives suffer more from a 
bland view of what being a Christian can be like and a reductionist view of the 
Kingdom of Heaven in our midst than from doctrinal error or, God forbid, a lack 
of funds.  When congregations start to complain about the hymn selection or 
meet far into the night about carpet colours it is time to rise ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅΣ ά²Ƙŀǘ 
ƛǎ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ IŜŀǾŜƴ ƭƛƪŜΚέ   
 
Our life with God is better than the most breath-taking thing we can 
imagine.  We plant tiny seeds, we search the fields for it, we scour the 
marketplace and when we find the divine presence, nothing else can compare.   
 
²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΣ others may see as worthless. How often do 
we buy into the attitude that on Sundays we carry Jesus in our pocket and take 
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him out for a while, only to put him back in as soon as we leave the car park? 
We get settled in our daily lives the rest of the week and forget whom it is we 
ŦƻƭƭƻǿΦ ²Ŝ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǘƘƛƴƪΣ άhƘ LΩƳ Ƨǳǎǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ ²Ŝ ŎŀƴΩǘ Řƻ ƳǳŎƘΣ 
ǎƻ ǿƘȅ ōƻǘƘŜǊΚέ ²Ƙȅ ōƻǘƘŜǊ ƛƴŘŜŜŘΚ 9ȄŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ōƻǘƘŜǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜƴ DƻŘ ŀǎƪǎ 
us to bother more than we want. 
 
Jesus tells us that the Kingdom starts out 
small like a mustard seed and grows into a 
tree that shelters and nurtures life around it. 
When that small mustard seed starts 
growing, it has an advantage, because it can 
grow in and around the landscape, sheltering 
those beneath it and giving a place to perch 
for those above it. This, too, is how the gospel 
is spread in neighborhoods where churches 
discern which leaf to unfurl in their present landscape. A little branch here, a 
little branch there, and suddenly the place is alive with people in the community 
being nurtured by the spread of the gospel. This is what I want for Christ 
Church. This is the essence of Living Well. We have such a rich treasure here at 
Christ Church that we want others to be able to enjoy it too. 
 
DƻŘΩǎ ƎƛŦǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǳƴŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜy are so vast that they require a response. 
Do we give up our self-centered attitudes and everything else for the Good 
bŜǿǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭΚ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ŀ ƭƛŦŜǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƛǎ 
ŜŀǎƛŜǊ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀƴ ŘƻƴŜΦ {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ Řo with the section of 
DƻŘΩǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƎƛǾŜƴΦ 9ǾŜƴ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ ŦƭǳȄ ς ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ 
know what the future holds for our church. But even in that unknowing, we 
have an advocate ς the Holy Spirit ς that helps us in our weakness and 
intercedes for us with sighs too deep for words. As St Paul says in his letter to 
ǘƘŜ wƻƳŀƴǎΣ άWe know that all things work together for good for those who 
ƭƻǾŜ DƻŘΣ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜΦέ It might not look like what 
we think it should look like, but God knows better. During these autumn months 
both the PCC and others will be reflecting on what it is God is calling us to at 
Christ Church in preparation for our 2020 Vision plan. We must trust God. The 
God that uses what others think is unusable. The God that sees in us what 
others cannot see. By living this way, we become of what the Kingdom of 
Heaven is made. 

Revd. Rosemary Donovan 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=TR7yDnM1y0IGZM&tbnid=2hM8yvMMb3l7rM&ved=0CAgQjRw&url=http://andrewjbrown.blogspot.com/2011/05/mustard-seeds-and-short-circuits.html&ei=0LjnU_GoCqPR7Aba-YCIDg&psig=AFQjCNF3E8wu-HMOURBtI1GetipJPs2bpg&ust=1407781456296829


Christ Church News Page 14 www.christchurchepsom.org.uk 
 

  
¢Ƙƛǎ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ Ŧǳƭƭ ƻŦ ǎǳƴǎƘƛƴŜ 
ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ Ŧƭȅ ǘƘŜ 
ƴŜǿ /ƘǊƛǎǘ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ōŀƴƴŜǊ ǉǳƛǘŜ 
ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ ŀǘ 9ǇǎƻƳ /ƻƳƳƻƴ 5ŀȅ όмύΣ 
ǘƘŜ ²Ŝƭƭǎ {ƛƭǾŜǊ !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ όнύΣ ǘƘŜ 
tŀǊƛǎƘ tŀǊǘȅ Ǉƻǎǘ WǳƭƛŀƴΩǎ ƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ 
όоύΣ ƻǳǊ ²²м ǊŜƳŜƳōǊŀƴŎŜ όпύ ŀƴŘ 
tŜǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ όрύΦ 
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